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 Introduction 
 

Burwash School is a Voluntary Controlled 
Church of England School for children aged 4+ 
to 11 and has at present 144 pupils on roll.  
 
 
 
Headteacher:   Debbie Gilbert 
Chair of Governors:  Jan McKeever  
 

 

The information given below is intended for 
parents who are considering their childôs entry 
to primary school in 2009/2010.  It is correct in 
relation to the schoolôs situation in January 
2009 and includes any changes already 
planned by the school for the term. If 
necessary, we  may  make  changes  which  
affect  this information before the start of, or 
during, the school year beginning in September 
2009 or in following years. 
 
Parents who would like to view the school are 
invited to make daytime appointments with the 
Headteacher. 

Admission Arrangements 
 
In line with County policy, children commence 
their formal education in the academic year in 
which they become 5. Those born between 1

st
 

September and 31
st
 December 2004 will start 

full-time in September 2009. Children born  
between 1

st
 January and 31

st
 August 2005 will 

start part-time in September 2009, attending 
school in the mornings only, and will become 
full-time in January 2010. 
 
Those children attending on a part-time basis 
are able to stay at school for lunch. Further  
details will be circulated to parents as  
necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 

Admission of Pupils with Disabilities 
 
We welcome all pupils to Burwash CEP and 
are committed to ensuring that no child is 
discriminated against.  The school has been 
planned to enable all of the downstairs area to 
be accessible to all.  We have two upstairs 
classrooms which cannot be accessed via a 
wheelchair.  However we have flexibility in 
siting classes on the ground floor according to 
need. 
 
Our outdoor areas are all accessible, except for 
the school field, due to the geography of the 
Dudwell Valley.  Our accessibility plan is 
available on request.  Please contact the 
school office if you would like a copy. 
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 Vision Statement 
 
At Burwash CEP we aim to be a leading  
primary school, which parents would select as 
their first choice because: 
 

¶ Pupils and staff are confident, self aware 
and optimistic. 

 

¶ The school is a reflective and invigorating 
learning community. 

 

¶ Mutual respect, honesty, trust, creativity 
and independence are evident. 

 

¶ The school has an inclusive, supportive yet 
challenging environment, where all learners 
are given opportunities to maximise their 
potential. 

 

¶ There is a commitment to high expectations 
which are balanced equally by development 
of the whole child. 

 

¶ A positive ethos is present in the school; 
everyone is valued and cared for and a love 
of learning is nurtured for life. 

 

¶ Parents participate fully in childrenôs  
learning. 

 

¶ There are close community links and strong 
governor involvement. 

Child Centred Vision Statement 
 

Prepared by a Working party of Jupiter Class 
children (aged 10 & 11). 
 
At Burwash CEP we aim to be a leading  
primary school, which parents would select as 
their first choice because: 
 

¶ Children and adults at the school are brave 
enough to have a go at things and are 
happy. 

 

¶ Burwash School gives children a chance to 
show their talents. 

 

¶ The school tries to include everyone and 
gives all children the chance to prove them-
selves. 

 

¶ We have a caring school where you can 
see children who are polite, truthful, who 
can work together and on their own. 

 

¶ There is a safe and warm feeling in the 
school where everyone is treated equally 
and a love of learning is encouraged. 

 

¶ Adults expect children to do their best in all 
areas. 

 

¶ This will be helped by close links with the 
village and parents will be encouraged to 
take part in childrenôs learning. 

The Child Centred Vision Statement and the Mission Statement are found in Appendix B p23 
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Location 

The school is situated at the eastern end of the 
village of Burwash and is reached by road from 
School Hill. Alternatively visitors can walk 
through the lovely churchyard of the Parish 
Church of St Bartholomew and enter the rear 
playground overlooking the superb countryside 
of the Dudwell Valley. This is the entrance 
used by most of our children, mainly for  
reasons of safety, and the normally locked gate 
is controlled to allow access at the beginning 
and end of the school day. 

 
Accommodation 
 
The building was extensively redeveloped in 
1999 and 2000 to provide three new 
classrooms, a library, a new office and  
reception area to complement our existing 
three classrooms 
 
Older accommodation has been modernised to 
provide an up-to-date, efficient environment 
and improved outside play areas. All 
accommodation is under one roof and children 
benefit from all new furniture and equipment. 
Our kitchen provides hot meals at lunchtimes 
and the hall is used for dining, assembly and 
events. 

There is a hard-surfaced playground and a field 
to play on. The play area includes an 
adventure playground with safety surface. We 
make use of the village recreation ground for 
some organised games. In November 2008 we 
received planning permission to build a Multi 
Use Games Area on our old swimming pool 
site.  Building is due to start in Spring 2009, 
with completion due in September 2009.  The 
MUGA will provide extra space for the children 
for use during breaks and in PE.  It will be a 
level site that can be used in all weathers. 

The School FieldðDecember 2008 
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Class Organisation 
 
We organise our five classes so that the total 
number of children in the school is as evenly  
distributed as possible. However, not only does 
the size of age groups vary from year to year, 
but also the needs of individual children varies 
with each new intake. Our organisation of class 
sizes and teaching support therefore has to re-
flect a wide variety of circumstances and 
needs. 
 
In general, children will move on to their next 
class in strictly chronological order. If, for any 
reason, this is not the case, parents will be  
informed and invited to discuss arrangements 
with the Headteacher and immediately  
concerned members of staff.

School Sessions Times 

 
08.50 09.00 Registration  
    and class activities 
09.00 09.20 Assembly (on some 
    days at 10.00) 
09.20 10.20 Session 1 
10.20 10.35 Break 
10.35 12.00 Session 2 
12.00 13.10 Lunch 
13.10 14.15 Session 3 
14.15 14.30 Break 
14.30 15.25 Session 4 
 
 
End of Day Infants (Key Stage 1) 15.25
   Juniors (Key Stage 2) 15.30 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Term Dates and Holidays 2009/10 
 

Term 1   03.09.09 ï 23.10.09 
Autumn Holiday  26.10.09 ï 30.10.09 
Term 2   02.11.09 ï 18.12.09 
Christmas Holiday 21.12.09 ï 01.01.10 
Term 3   04.01.10 ï 12.02.10 
February Holiday 15.02.10 ï 19.02.10 
Term 4   22.02.10 ï 31.03.10 
Spring Holiday  01.04.10 ï 16.04.10 
Term 5   19.04.10 ï 28.05.10 
May Holiday  31.05.10 ï 04.06.10 
Term 6   07.06.10 ï 23.07.10 
 

 

Native American Indian Workshop June 2008 
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School Uniform 
 
The school uniform consists of navy v-neck 

sweatshirt or fleece and yellow polo shirts; 
these can be purchased from High Street retail-
ers or are available online with embroidered 
school logos.  Children also wear grey trousers 
or a skirt. All children are expected to wear uni-
form to school. There is a summer uniform of 
grey shorts or blue and white dresses. 
 
Trainers/plimsolls are to be worn only during 
PE lessons. Navy blue shorts and a white 
school t-shirt (available from the school) are 
worn for PE. Children may wear a navy track 
suit for outside winter team games. 
 
It is essential that all articles of clothing be 
marked very clearly with the childôs name.  In 
line with our local secondary schools, we  
discourage óextremeô hair styles. 
 

School Meals 
 
We are very proud of the school meals  

produced by our kitchen staff. Children are  
offered a set meal each day with a healthy  
nutritional balance. Special dietary needs are 
successfully catered for on application.  
Children currently pay £1.83 each day for their 
meals at the cash till. Children are also able to 
bring their own packed lunches. Meals are 
generally eaten in the school hall, although 
when it is warm children may eat packed 
lunches outside. 
 
At break times children are encouraged to eat 
fruit.  This is provided free of charge for KS1; in 
KS2 there is an option to buy fruit at school or 
to bring it from home. 

 
Homework 
 
Children are set simple homework by their 

teachers according to their age and ability. 
However, at Burwash we consider that reading 
is the most important homework in the primary 
phase, so we encourage all children to read on 
a daily basis at home. 
 
Home/School books give 
details of reading and 
parents are encour-
aged to support 
their childôs 
learning.  

 


